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Venezuela election fight to 
succeed Chavez begins 



Henrique Capriles Nicolas Maduro 


CARACAS (AFP) - Venezuela 
yesterday plunged into a bitter 
election fight to succeed Hugo 
Chavez, with acting President 
Nicolas Maduro and opposi¬ 
tion leader Henrique Capriles 
facing off in a flurry of name¬ 
calling. 

Thousands of the late pre¬ 
sident’s supporters massed out¬ 
side the National Election 
Council as Maduro, dressed in 
a jacket in the colors of the 
Venezuelan flag, officially reg¬ 
istered his candidacy. 

”1 am not Chavez, but I am 
his son and all of us together, 
the people, are Chavez," he 
said. 

Wearing red berets and T- 
shirts emblazoned with 


Chavez’s image, his supporters 
vowed loyalty to the deeply 
polarizing socialist revolution 
that the former army para¬ 
trooper championed during his 
14 years in power. 

"We are going to elect 
Chavez in the body of 
Maduro," said Jesus Oliviertt, 
a 60-year-old retiree. "We are 
going to continue his work." 

Capriles, an energetic 40- 
year-old state governor who 
lost to Chavez in presidential 
elections in October, kept his 
followers off the street but 
warned Maduro on Sunday, "I 
won't leave you an open path." 

Continued on page 4 


AAA hosts their 8th Annual 
Ai rside Safety Vfeek 



Employees and teams with company and airport executives 



Eric Martijn, Gabriel Dania and Jurgen Benschop 


The Aruba Airport Authority 
of the Reina Beatrix Interna¬ 
tional Airport was pleased to 
open five full days of team 
building projects and safety 
lectures for their airside em¬ 
ployees yesterday morning. 
The day started with an official 
welcome from AAA Director 
of Operations, Jurgen Ben¬ 
schop, explaining the extreme 
importance of the safety week 
exercise, and how the airport is 
networking with other facili¬ 
ties to continually improve at 
all levels. 

"We have been doing very 
well with safety over the last 
decade," he informed the gath¬ 
ering. "We are privileged to be 
part of the Island Safety Coun¬ 
cil, which has been meeting 
annually for the last six years 
to audit each other's airports 
and verify the level of safety, 
while sharing information and 
methods.” As chairman of the 
Safety Committee of Airport 
Council International, he has 
been deeply immersed in 
safety procedures deployed at 
350 airports in the region and 
Latin America. 

The beginning of Airside 
Safety Week in recent years 
has been marked by honoring 
individuals and companies 
which have made an enormous 
contribution to Aruba's airport 
safety by example and their ex¬ 
ceptional dedication. This year, 


Airside Safety Manager Eric 
Martijns called to the podium 
Ground Handling Manager 
Gabriel Dania of Aviation 
Ground Services, AGS. 
Gabriel, who has worked at the 


airport for 35 years, "is not 
being honored just for his long 
service," stated Eric Martijns, 
"but for his constant vigilance 
and attention to airside safety." 

Continued on page 3 
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Open Daily 8pm - 10i$h 
Breakfast 8am to 12pm 
Lunch/Pinner 12pm -10ish 
phone number 586-3904 

NOW Serving 
Breakfast 
lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week, 

delivery In hotel area 


-All you can eat 
pancakes S coffee 
* 6.99 

- 2Fgg$, Toast 
Coffee *4.49 



Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
any 



Across from Radisson Resort 
ehind the "1^ Aruba sign" 


, 5 Burgers Aruba 
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r orders over $50 Breakfast entree! BUPQCPS, iPICS.. Ol MOP0! 



Delivery Available 11 am - 3 am 


San Nicolas Water Tower 
shines bright and new! 



SAN NICOLAS - With only a 
few days left before the 
restoration project of the San 
Nicolas Water Tower is sub¬ 
mitted as complete, it was 
good to take a look at the entire 
project together with a similar 
project which took place in 
Oranjestad last year. The job of 
‘rescuing’ both Water Towers 
is part of the government’s 
Plan BoBario program. 


WEB Aruba NV played a 
vital role as owners of both the 
Oranjestad and San Nicolas 
Water Towers. WEB inherited 
these edifices after the official 
transfer from the Landswater- 
voorzieningsdienst to their cur¬ 
rent identity and structure. 

In 1991 WEB Aruba NV 
while doing maintenance work 
in the city center of Oranjestad, 
removed those pipes that con¬ 
nected the Water Tower with 
their water distribution red. 
Since then the water tank was 
empty and the Water Tower 
was out of function. 

In 2003, 64 years after con¬ 
struction, WEB Aruba NV 
deeded the properties of the 
two Water Towers to the Fondo 
di Monumento for the sym¬ 
bolic sum of Afls.l. The San 
Nicolas Water Tower was 
taken out of function that same 
year. 

In 1997, an economic trans¬ 
fer was made paving the way 
for the Fondo Monumento to 
begin working on restoring 
these buildings. The judicial 
procedure was put in motion to 
realize the projects. 

It is obvious that these 
Water Towers can no longer 
serve their original purpose of 
distributing water to the Oran¬ 
jestad and San Nicolas barrios. 

Continued on page 5 


Authentic Tel: 5867044 - 5 867144 



Bring this coupon to get this promotion 


3 Course Local Menu 

appetizer, entree and dessert 


Appetizers 

Fish Soup, French Onion Soup, Salad 

Entree choices include 
these sped aides 

Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, Ribs, Keshi Ycna 
Chicken, Fishermans Loot, Gasparito Chicken 

Desserts 

Ice Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake 



Minister Richard Visser meets US 
First Lady Michelle Obama 



WASHINGTON DC - Minis¬ 
ter of Health, Welfare and 
Sports, Dr. Richard Visser was 
invited to attend the 2013 sum¬ 
mit: “ Building a Healthier Fu¬ 
ture” organized by Partnership 
for a Healthier America (PHA). 
First Lady Michelle Obama is 
the Honorary Chair of PHA. 

The summit aimed to unite 
a large and diverse group of in¬ 
dividuals committed to solving 
the childhood obesity epide¬ 
mic in the USA. “It challenges 
everybody to leave agendas 
behind, put differences aside 
and work on strategies to im¬ 
prove the health of our nation’s 
youth,”PHA explains. The 
summit was held from 6-8 
March at the Grand Hyatt Re¬ 
sort in Washington D.C. No¬ 
table was that Aruba and 
Canada were the only interna¬ 
tional invitees to the Summit. 

On the 7th of March 2013, 
Minister Visser was a speaker 
at the conference session 
“Working Across Borders to 
Improve Health” moderated 
by Dr. Nils Daulaire, Assistant 
Secretary for Global Affairs, 
US Department of Health and 
Human Services. As part of a 
distinguished panel, Minister 
Visser greatly contributed to 
the conversation about global 
childhood obesity. The session 
discussed programs and poli¬ 
cies that have been imple¬ 
mented to address this growing 
health concern at the interna¬ 
tional level. Minister Visser 
eloquently described the situa¬ 
tion in Aruba focusing on the 
great changes that have been 
made; he described the signi¬ 
ficant progress in the rate of 
physical activity, health aware¬ 
ness and life style improve¬ 
ments. The numerous changes 
experienced is due to the ama¬ 
zing projects and programs de¬ 
signed and established by the 
Government of Aruba to fur¬ 
ther assist the island in becom¬ 
ing healthier and more active. 
A prime example is the 
changes experienced in the 


percentage of physical activity 
from 2006 to 2012. The stag¬ 
gering growth from 6% to 
39%, in a span of 6 years, fur¬ 
ther indicates that Aruba is on 
the right path towards achie¬ 
ving a healthier lifestyle. 


Aruba received great honor 
during the panel when the Pan 
American Health Organization 
(PAHO) representative and ex¬ 
pert at PAHO’s Pan American 
Action Forum on Non-Com¬ 
municable Diseases - who also 
served as a panelist during this 
conversation - by explicitly 
mentioning the leadership role 
that Aruba has shown in com¬ 
bating childhood obesity in the 
region. Ms. Cunn indicated 
that in the past year, there has 
been significant increase in ini¬ 
tiatives to combat Childhood 


Obesity in the region and that 
the PACO events held in Aruba 
served as a catalyst and guided 
many countries in the region, 
including Brazil, Colombia 
and Mexico, among others. 
The incredible role that such a 


small country as Aruba can 
play in moving the continent in 
taking action on such an im¬ 
portant global health chal¬ 
lenge, is remarkable. 

The conference culminated 
with a special plenary session, 
featuring PHA Honorary Chair 
First Lady Michelle Obama. 
The session had many other 
great speakers including Law¬ 
rence A. (Larry) Soler, Presi¬ 
dent and CEO of PHA and 
Corey A Booker, Mayor of 
Mrs. Newark. 

Continued on page 5 
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Havenstraat 32 


SUIMWEAR from 

MONACO 


now on 


tel: 583-0 

Behind Royal Plaza Mall 


ARUBA! 



Former Abba singer Agnetha 
stages comeback 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) - Ag¬ 
netha Faeltskog, former singer 
of legendary Swedish pop 
group Abba, will release her 
first album in nine years in 
May, her record company said 
yesterday. 

"I never thought I would sing 
again, but when I heard the first 
three songs I couldn't say no," 


said the Swedish songstress. 

Abba, one of the most pop¬ 
ular and enduring bands of all 
time, formed in 1970 and shot 
to fame after winning the Eu¬ 
rovision contest in 1974. The 
band, which has sold more 
than 378 million records to 
date, split up in 1982 and has 
never reunited. 



« 587 3399 * LOCATED ATTHE LA CABANA BEACH RESORT & CASINO 


AAA hosts their 8th Annual Airside 
Safety Week 


Continued from page 1 



Aserca, Company of the Year 


In addition to a handsome tro¬ 
phy, Mr. Dania received a 
round trip ticket to Miami from 
American Airlines. 

The company collecting the 
trophy for best safety perform¬ 
ance was Aserca Airlines of 
Venezuela. Station Manager 
Pierre Croes accepted the tro¬ 
phy from Jurgen Benschop for 
his team, to whom he gave all 
the credit. "As I have only 
been in this position perhaps 
18 months, it is, unquestion¬ 
ably, this dedicated team of 
Aserca employees who de¬ 
serve all the applause," he told 
the audience. 

Airside Safety Week 2013 
began the educational presen¬ 
tations with Jeannete Bisslik 
lecturing on "Preventing Air¬ 
craft Damage." Other topics 
covered over the week will be 
"Fatigue Management," "Air¬ 
side Pedestrian Safety," and 
"Fire Safety," among several 
pertinent topics. Airside em¬ 
ployees on duty were able to 
follow the lectures in between 
arrivals with a live broadcast at 
their rest stations. Mr Ben¬ 
schop left the audience with 
the reminder that "even one ac¬ 
cident at the airport is one too 
many." 

Rosalie Klein 



Jurgen Benschop and Pierre Croes of Aserca 



airside staff on duty watch live broadcast of the lectures 
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AND BEACH LOUNGE 

■to 


CALL: 280-9967 


DAILY HAPPY HOUR 4PM - 7PM FOR RESERVATIONS 
2 FOR 1 ON ALL PREMIUM DRINKS! CALL: 280-9967 

BEAUTIFUL LOUNGE AREA . BEACHTENNIS . VIP BOTTLE SERVICE . POOL WITH POOLBAR 
9 FLATSCREEN TVs . DELICIOUS FINGER FOOD MENU! - 



Help: My boss and I don’t get along! (I) 



Today’s article will be read by 
many and passed around the 
office to many colleagues. 
How do I know this? ....Be¬ 
cause this is such a common 
problem in today’s work 
place. The problem is not new 
to this generation; it has been 
around for umpteen years. 
However, the problem seemed 
to have escalated with the in¬ 
troduction of the digital, tech¬ 
nological environment we 
work in today. We have much 
less face to face encounters 
today and relate almost exclu¬ 
sively through emails, and 
text messages. Hence, the im¬ 
portant eye contact which en¬ 
sures for better commu 
nication and understanding is 
missing and, I believe, is one of 
the elements contributing to the 
break down in relationships on 
the work floor. 

So, what we have is em¬ 
ployees having grave difficulty 
relating to their superiors and 
vice versa. 

It is true, practically every 
worker has at some time or 
other disagreed with their boss. 
It may have been a small mat¬ 
ter; it may have been some¬ 
thing big. If you are one of 
those who had a disagreement 
with your boss, I hope that by 
the time you read this article, 
the issue is behind you. On the 
other hand, if you are still 
struggling with getting along 
with your boss, what can or 
should you do? I know that 
there are those, no matter what 
they have done or do, they just 
simply can’t get along with 
their boss. 

Frankly, often the problem 
began during the hiring pro¬ 
cess. Some companies just do 
not have good hiring skills. The 
very best way to avoid 
boss/employee friction is to 
hire the right persons for the 


job - period! And, if you don’t 
know how to do that, find an 
expert who can! But, then 
again, if every precaution was 
used to ensure you had the best 
employee, what is the em¬ 
ployee to do if he just doesn’t 
get along with the boss? 

Let me give you, in a nut¬ 
shell, what are the best possible 
steps to take. 

A. Self-reflection 

As you do self-reflection 
you may sense that things just 
aren’t right, don’t ignore that 
instinct. Keep a list of the times 
that things don’t feel right. See 
if you can identify specific pat¬ 
terns and issues that come up 
and when. Can you identify 
specific issues? 

Try to determine whether 
you are a good fit for the posi¬ 
tion you occupy, what are your 
strengths and weaknesses. Do 
you understand how your role 
fits in the larger mission of 
your company? If you don’t, 
you must find out...ask. This 
self-reflection is to get you to 
think clearly and objectively 
about what you are feeling and 
to be specific about the situa¬ 
tion so you can address it intel¬ 
ligently. 


B. Sit down with your boss 

Many times, we jump to 
conclusions about things or 
we pass unfair or non-justifi- 
able judgment without a clear 
understanding of the situation. 
Hence, it may be very impor¬ 
tant to schedule a meeting 
with your boss. Sit down to¬ 
gether in private and discuss 
your feelings. You might 
come away with a totally dif¬ 
ferent perspective on what is 
happening. 

In that meeting you want 
to be friendly, not confronta¬ 
tional. Try to understand what 
your strengths and weak¬ 
nesses are, and where you can 
make improvements. Find out 
how and if you fit with the rest 
of the team. If you are certain 
that there is a personal issue, 
get feedback. If you succeed in 
identifying the problem, find 
ways that you can honestly 
give it an honest try to work to¬ 
gether harmoniously. Decide to 
follow up with another get to¬ 
gether to assess your progress. 

C. Set professional stan¬ 
dards 

If you conclude that you 
have a personal issue with your 
boss after your meeting, you 
need to set professional stan¬ 
dards for yourself from that 
point on. One such standard is 
that you will not bad mouth 
your boss to everybody. You 
will find enough co-workers 
who would listen to your bad 
mouth. But, you will gain ab¬ 
solutely nothing with such a 
standard. You cannot allow 
frustration or a bad attitude to 
impair your work performance. 

Next issue I will give you 
three more important steps...I 
have exhausted my space for 
today. If this was helpful, 
please feel free to let me know 
at: tonygreen.morningnews@ 
hotmail.com. 


Venezuela election fight... 


Continued from page 1 

"You are going to have to de¬ 
feat me with votes," Capriles 
said in accepting the nomina¬ 
tion of the main opposition 
coalition. 

Venezuelans will vote in 
snap April 14 elections after a 
brief campaign that analysts 
say heavily favors Maduro, 
who Chavez picked as his suc¬ 
cessor in his last public appear¬ 
ance before going to Cuba for 
cancer surgery in December. 

The Venezuelan president 
died March 5 and was eulo¬ 
gized on Friday in a lavish 
state funeral that drew leaders 
from around Latin America 
and anti-US allies including 
Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad. 

International reaction con¬ 
tinued to roll in. The US State 
Department announced the ex¬ 
pulsion of two Venezuelan 
diplomats in a tit-for-tat re¬ 
sponse to the expulsion of two 
US Air Force officers by 
Venezuela last week. 

Fidel Castro, meanwhile, 
commented for the first time 
on the death of his close friend 
and ally, calling Chavez "the 
best friend Cuba ever had." 

Long lines of mourners 
have filed by his casket for a 
glimpse of the dead president 
who has been lying in state 
since Wednesday at a Caracas 
military academy. 


Maduro says the govern¬ 
ment will embalm Chavez’s 
body to be viewed "like Lenin" 
in a glass casket "for eternity." 

Capriles, meanwhile, has 
accused Maduro of lying about 
the president's health to buy 
time to prepare for the elec¬ 
tions. 

"Now on top of it all, you 
are using the body of the pre¬ 
sident to stage a political cam¬ 
paign," he said Sunday. 

Minutes later, Maduro went 
on state-run television, and, 
standing in front of a picture of 
Chavez in military uniform, 
accused his rival of trying to 
foment violence with "disgust¬ 
ing" accusations. 

"His mask has fallen and 
we can see his nauseating fas¬ 
cist face," he said, warning that 
the Chavez family was reser¬ 
ving the right to take "all legal 
action to defend the honor of 
president Hugo Chavez." 

"He is looking for the peo¬ 
ple of Venezuela to ... go on the 
path of violence," he said, urg¬ 
ing Venezuelans to "not fall 
into provocations." 

Amid popular pressure to 
place Chavez alongside South 
American independence hero 
Simon Bolivar in the national 
pantheon, Maduro said he 
would propose a constitutional 
amendment to the legislature 
today to move him there. 
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Lunch Buffet 

Saturday-Sunday 

12:00-3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 
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Minister Visser meets US First Lady Michelle Obama 


Continued from page 2 

Mrs. Obama’s speech focused 
on the importance of coming 
together and combatting the 
issue of childhood obesity; it 
takes the commitment of par¬ 
ents, teachers, industry, med¬ 
ical professional and the 
community at large, to change 
the course and to create a 
healthier future for all. After 
the US First Lady’s speech, 
Minister Visser had the oppor¬ 
tunity to speak to Mrs. Obama, 
who to Minister Visser’s great 
surprise, mentioned that she 
admires the work that Aruba 


has done and is doing. She 
stressed the importance of in¬ 
ternational collaboration. It 
was apparent that the First 
Lady was informed by her 
staff, who have been collabo¬ 
rating with Pan American Con¬ 
ference on Obesity (PACO) 
initiative since Minister Visser 
visited with the “Let’s Move” 
initiative staff in early 2010 at 
the White House. In particular, 
Dr. Shellie Pfohl, Executive 
Director, President’s Council 
on Fitness, Sports and Nutri¬ 
tion, visited Aruba on nume¬ 


rous occasions and has been an 
important contributor to 
PACO, IBiSA and the various 
projects that fall under the 
Ministry of Health and Sports. 

Minister Visser also took 
the opportunity to attended 
various sessions, including the 
important session “ Active 
Schools,” moderated by Shel¬ 
lie Pfohl. This session was of 
particular interest to Minister 
Visser as it encompasses simi¬ 
lar campaigns and projects 
which the Government of 
Aruba started to implement on 


the island. The “gezonde 
school” (healthy school initia¬ 
tive) pilot program and in a 
few months “kleuterklass 
saludable” (healthy kinder¬ 
gartens), a project involving all 
kindergartens on the island, 
will be initiated. 

Among the many distin¬ 
guished representative during 
the summit, Minister Visser 
also met with Dr. James 
Whitehead, Executive Vice 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, American College of 
Sports Medicine (ACSM). 



Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 




Saturday 
on appoi 


3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes fl Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,00C 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


fiiolct Co# lAC 

v Malmok • Aruba 



Minister Visser and Dr. White- 
head spoke about strengthe¬ 
ning the collaboration between 
the government of Aruba and 
ACSM in implementing nu¬ 
merous programs such as “ex¬ 
ercise as medicine” in Aruba. 
It was an honor for Minister 
Visser to participate in the 
2013 summit “Building a 
Healthier Future” organized by 
PHA. He is looking forward in 
fostering and strengthening the 
collaborating with numerous 
renowned organizations that 
are truly working hard, creat¬ 
ing exceptional programs for 
children in Aruba, the Ca¬ 
ribbean, Latin America and the 
rest of the region in creating 
partnerships through leader¬ 
ship. 

Water Tower 

Continued from page 2 

The tower in Oranjestad, for 
example, with a capacity of 
375 cubic meters is 30 times 
less than what is required 
today for the area, which gets 
its water today from the tank at 
Mondi Fierno. What’s more, 
the pressure of the water in 
these Water Towers is very 
low. 

These two towers represent 
the initial distribution of water 
on Aruba in a professional and 
efficient manner for that time 
period. They are an example of 
history, architecture and eco¬ 
nomic development of our is¬ 
land. 

Conserving these edifices 
will mean much to the current 
and future generations; it will 
teach us to understand the his¬ 
tory and growth of Aruba. The 
San Nicolas Water Tower will 
become a museum for the na¬ 
tional utility companies. There 
they will be able to show local 
and tourist visitors and our 
young people the history and 
development of the basic serv¬ 
ices on our island. 

With the restoration of the 
San Nicolas Water Tower the 
Plan BoBario has added yet 
another project to their long 
list of completed projects.... 
and San Nicolas is proud with 
this new project. 
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Phone 588-5406 

Open Hours: 

Monday through Saturday: 9:30pm - 6:30pm 


Falklands wraps up referendum as 
Argentina protests 


LONDON (AFP) - Falkland 
Islanders cast their ballots yes¬ 
terday on the final day of a 
two-day referendum designed 
to make clear their staunch de¬ 
sire to remain British, as Ar¬ 
gentina derided the vote as 
illegal. 

In a move instigated by re¬ 
sidents themselves, the 1,672 
eligible voters were deciding 
whether they want the Falk¬ 
land Islands to remain an inter¬ 
nally self-governing British 
overseas territory. 

An overwhelming "yes" re¬ 
sult, due within hours of the 
polls closing at 6:00pm on the 
remote South Atlantic archi¬ 
pelago, is not in doubt. 

Argentina, which invaded 
the islands in 1982 before its 
troops were ousted by a British 
task force after a short but 
bloody war, maintained its dis¬ 
missive line on the vote. 

"It's a manoeuvre with no 
legal value, which has neither 


been convened nor supervised 
by the United Nations," said 
Alicia Castro, Argentina's am¬ 
bassador to London. 

"We respect their way of 
life, their identity. We respect 
that they want to continue 
being British, but the territory 
they inhabit is not British," she 
told Buenos Aires radio station 
La Red. 

Buenos Aires has stepped 
up its sovereignty claims 
against the backdrop of the dis¬ 
covery of potentially valuable 
oil reserves in the terroritial 
waters of islands it calls "Las 
Malvinas," some 400 kilome¬ 
tres (250 miles) away from the 
Argentine coast. 

Falkanders hope the result 
will arm them with a definitive 
statement on their wishes to 
counter Argentine President 
Cristina Kirchner's relentless 
and often emotional diplo¬ 
matic offensive. 

Four-fifths of the archipel¬ 


ago's 2,563 permanent resi¬ 
dents live in the town, with its 
typically British pubs and red 
telephone boxes. 

And for the referendum, 
homes and shops are festooned 
with posters and flags, both 
Britain's Union Jack and the 
deep blue Falklands standard, 
which features both the Union 
Jack and the islands' crest — a 
sheep, a wooden ship and the 
motto "Desire the Right". 

Britain has held the Falk¬ 
lands since 1833 but Buenos 
Aires maintains that the barren 
islands are occupied Argentin¬ 
ian territory. 

Buenos Aires claims the is¬ 
landers are an "implanted" 
colonial population and thus 
do not have the right to self-de¬ 
termination. 

International observers — 
from Canada, Chile, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Paraguay, the 
United States and Uruguay — 
monitored the polling stations. 
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White House rejects 
Karzai's charges 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
White House yesterday 
strongly rejected allegations 
from Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai that the United States 
was colluding with the Taliban 
to justify the presence of US 
troops in the country. 

"That's categorically false, 
and nobody believes it," White 
House spokesman Jay Carney 
said when asked about Karzai's 
remarks. 

In comments that marred 
the first visit by the US defense 
secretary, Chuck Hagel, Karzai 
charged that Taliban bombings 
helped the United States argue 
for a long-term military pre¬ 
sence and that Washington was 
holding "daily" talks with the 
insurgents behind the backs of 
his government. 

"It is their slogan for 2014, 
scaring us that if the US is not 


here, our people will be elimi¬ 
nated," Karzai said on Sunday. 

Hagel said he told Karzai 
that his allegations were incor¬ 
rect but he played down the 
president's comments, saying 
the Afghan leader faced politi¬ 
cal pressures. 

Echoing remarks by the 
commander of US and NATO 
troops in Afghanistan, General 
Joseph Dunford, the White 
House said Karzai had it all 
wrong. 

"The United States has 
spent enormous blood and 
treasure for the past 12 years 
supporting the Afghan people 
...in the effort to ensure stabil¬ 
ity and security in that country. 

"The last thing we would do 
is support any kind of vio¬ 
lence, particularly involving 
innocent civilians," he said. 


Earthquake shakes buildings 
in California 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - A 
5.1 -magnitude earthquake 
shook buildings in Los Ange¬ 
les yesterday, the US Geologi¬ 
cal Survey and witnesses said, 
but there were no immediate 
reports of damage or casual¬ 
ties. 

The epicenter of the quake 
was located some 11 miles (19 
kilometers) southeast of Anza, 
California, or about 100 miles 
southeast of Los Angeles, and 
was felt in San Diego, two 
hours' drive down the coast 
from LA. 

The quake shook buildings 
including one housing AFP's 
offices in Hollywood, north¬ 
west of downtown LA. But 


there were no immediate re¬ 
ports of damage of injuries, ac¬ 
cording to the LA Times and 
other local media. 

Los Angeles is on the so- 
called "Ring of Fire," which 
circles the Pacific and has pro¬ 
duced a number of devastating 
earthquakes, including Japan's 
March 2011 quake and 
tsunami, which killed thou¬ 
sands of people. 

California is arguably over¬ 
due for the "Big One." While 
major quakes in recent years 
have shaken Japan, Indonesia, 
Chile, New Zealand and Mex¬ 
ico, the US West Coast has 
been spared. 



AFP photo shows Cubans lining up in front of the United 
States Interests Section (SINA) in Havana to get the visa 
to travel to the U.S. on March 11, 2013. After years of 
being denied the right to leave their country, the Cuban 
dissidents began to travel in numbers around the world 
to spread their ideas and to seek for support 
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International 

News 


Leader of 

Cuban 

dissident 

group 

allowed 

to leave 

on tour 

HAVANA (AFP) - The leader 
of Ladies in White, a group 
founded by wives of political 
prisoners, will travel outside of 
Cuba for the first time Monday 
when she heads to Spain for a 
visit. 

Berta Soler, the group's 
leader, was availing herself of 
an easing of travel restrictions 
to visit Spain and possibly 
Poland and other countries 
during a 16-day tour. 

"I am going as a representa¬ 
tive of the Cuban people, not 
just Ladies in White, so that 
they may know firsthand the 
reality facing the Cuban peo¬ 
ple," she told AFP. "My words 
will be the same words, but in 
a free and democratic country." 

Soler was refused permis¬ 
sion to leave the country in 
2005 to accept the European 
Parliament's Andrei Sakharov 
human rights prize awarded to 
her group. 

Wives and mothers of dissi¬ 
dents who were jailed in a 
major crackdown in 2003 
formed the group to draw at¬ 
tention to the plight of their 
loved ones, marching in si¬ 
lence every Sunday to press for 
their release. 

On January 14, the govern¬ 
ment of President Raul Castro 
relaxed the travel restrictions, 
eliminating the requirement of 
an exit visa and a letter of in¬ 
vitation from the host country. 

The rule changes have al¬ 
lowed Soler and other Cuban 
dissidents, including blogger 
Yoani Sanchez, to travel 
abroad in recent weeks. 


Deaf to critics, Orban changes Hungary's 
constitution 


BUDAPEST (AFP) - Hun¬ 
gary's parliament on Monday 
stoked concerns about creep¬ 
ing authoritarianism in the Eu¬ 
ropean Union member state by 
altering the constitution for the 
fourth time since Prime Minis¬ 
ter Viktor Orban won power in 
2010. 

The changes, which sparked 
concerns in Brussels and 
Washington and provoked 
protests in Budapest, curb the 
powers of Hungary's top court 
and reintroduce controversial 
measures its judges rendered 
void in recent months. 

The European Commission 
and the Council of Europe re¬ 
acted immediately, saying the 


'Vatileaks'journalist 
declined Vatican 
accreditation 

VATICAN CITY (AFP) - An 
Italian journalist who pub¬ 
lished leaks of confiden¬ 
tial papal documents last 
year said Monday he had 
been denied accreditation 
by the Vatican to cover the 
upcoming conclave. 

"This is a choice for ob¬ 
scurantism, far from 
transparency and press 
freedom," Gianluigi Nuzzi 
said on his Twitter ac¬ 
count. 

Nuzzi published his 
book "Your Holiness: The 
Secret Papers of Benedict 
XVI" last year, alleging 
high intrigue at the heart 
of the Catholic Church. 

Benedict's butler Paolo 
Gabriele -- one of the lay 
people closest to the head 
of the world's Catholics -- 
was convicted of leaking 
the documents but later 
pardoned by the then 
pope. The scandal came 
to be known as 
"Vatileaks". 

More than 5,600 journal¬ 
ists have been accredited 
to cover the election of 
the next pope. 


amendments "raise concerns 
with respect to the principle of 
the rule of law, EU law and 
Council of Europe standards". 

Hours before the vote, an 
EU spokeswoman had said 
Brussels would act to ensure 
EU laws are complied with by 
member states. 

Brussels has clashed with 
Orban over a whole series of 
issues, including media free¬ 
dom and control over both the 
constitutional court and central 
bank since the right-wing 
politician swept to power three 
years ago. 

Washington had also ex¬ 
pressed misgivings about the 
new constitutional re-write, 
with the State Department say¬ 
ing that it deserves "closer 
scrutiny and more deliberate 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
United States has expelled two 
Venezuelan diplomats in a tit- 
for-tat move after Caracas or¬ 
dered two US Air Force 
officers out of the country, a 
US official told AFP Monday. 

Second Secretary Orlando 
Jose Montanes and consular 
official Victor Tamacaro were 
declared "persona non grata" 
by the United States on Satur¬ 
day and left the country Sun¬ 
day, the State Department 
official said on condition of 
anonymity. 

A spokesman contacted by 
AFP did not give any explana¬ 
tion for the expulsion of the 
Venezuelan diplomats, saying 
simply that the Vienna con¬ 
ventions allow anybody to be 
declared "persona non grata." 

The expulsion came just 24 
hours after the funeral of ex¬ 
president Hugo Chavez, who 
died last week after losing his 
battle with cancer, adding a 
new wrinkle to the already 
strained relations between the 
two countries. 


consideration". 

But Hungary's Foreign Min¬ 
ister Janos Martonyi said Mon¬ 
day that Budapest was acting 
fairly. 

Martonyi told reporters in 
Brussels that the government 
would ask the Venice Commis¬ 
sion, an advisory body to the 
Council of Europe, to give its 
opinion, state news agency 
MTI reported. 

Council of Europe head 
Thorbjorn Jagland had asked 
Hungary to refrain from ap¬ 
proving the changes until the 
Venice Commission had stud¬ 
ied the legislation. 

The changes passed by par¬ 
liament, where Orban's Fidesz 
party has a two-thirds majority, 
mean that the constitutional 
court will no longer be able to 


The two countries have not 
had ambassadors in their re¬ 
spective capitals since 2010 
and diplomatic relations have 
not normalized despite several 
direct contacts between the 
governments. 

Venezuela will hold a new 
presidential vote on April 14, 
with newly sworn-in interim 
President Nicolas Maduro — 
Chavez's handpicked succes- 


void a law endorsed with a 
two-thirds parliamentary ma¬ 
jority and enshrined in the con¬ 
stitution. 

It was the fourth amendment 
of Hungary's constitution, 
called the Fundamental Law, 
since it came into force on Jan¬ 
uary 1, 2012, replacing the 
previous one which was 
deemed a relic of the commu¬ 
nist era by Orban's party. 

The constitutional court will 
now only be able to review and 
judge future amendments on 
procedural grounds, not on 
their content. 

The president will no longer 
have a veto and will be obliged 
to sign amendments, except 
when there is an objection on 
procedural grounds. 


sor — the heavy favorite to win. 

It was Maduro who last 
week announced the expulsion 
of two US military attaches — 
shortly before he announced 
the death of president Chavez. 

Maduro accused the Ameri¬ 
cans of acting to destabilize 
the country, going as far as to 
suggest the US was behind the 
cancer that killed Chavez. 
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Health & Living 


Viagra is no help against heart 
failure: study 



Saudi frees all arrested 
women protesters: police 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
erectile dysfunction drug com¬ 
monly known as Viagra is no 
help against heart failure and 
should not be taken for it, ac¬ 
cording to research out Monday 
that contradicts previous, 
smaller studies. 

Some early research had sug¬ 
gested the drug, which can in¬ 
crease blood flow to other parts 
of the body, might offer a ben¬ 
efit to people with diastolic 
heart failure in which the heart’s 
lower chambers stiffen and can¬ 
not pump blood well, causing 
shortness of breath. 

But the randomized study of 
216 patients at 26 sites in North 
America showed that the drug, 
known as sildenafil, was no 
better than a placebo at improv¬ 
ing exercise capability or clini¬ 
cal symptoms of heart disease. 

Also, more patients taking 
the drug experienced serious 
adverse events than those who 
were given a placebo, leading 
researchers to urge doctors to 
stop prescribing it as an off- 
label treatment for people with 
heart disease. 

During the study period, ad¬ 
verse events such as flushing 
and low blood pressure oc¬ 
curred more often in patients on 
sildenafil than in those on the 
placebo. 


Also, six people in sildenafil 
group died before the end of 
the study, while there were no 
deaths in the placebo section. 

Sildenafil and other drugs 
like it — known as phosphodi- 
esterase-5 (PDE-5) inhibitors - 
- are used to treat erectile 
dysfunction and high blood 
pressure in the arteries of the 
lungs, but are not labeled for 
heart failure. 


LONDON (AFP) - Resistance 
to antibiotics is a 'catastrophic' 
global threat and should be 
ranked alongside terrorism as 
one of the biggest risks Britain 
faces, the government's chief 


However, some clinicians 
may be prescribing them for 
their heart failure patients be¬ 
cause some smaller studies on 
humans and preliminary ani¬ 
mal studies had suggested a 
benefit. 

The latest study results 
"should discourage this prac¬ 
tice, particularly considering 
the high cost of the drug," 
Redfield said in a statement. 


medical officer said Monday. 

Sally Davies called the 
problem a "ticking time- 
bomb", saying routine hip op¬ 
erations could become deadly 
within 20 years if humans lose 
the ability to fight infections. 

"We need to work with 
everyone to ensure the apoca¬ 
lyptic scenario of widespread 
antimicrobial resistance does 
not become a reality. 

"This threat is arguably as 
important as climate change 
for the world." 

She said there had been a 
"discovery void" in the field 
since 1987 and called for more 
innovation around antibiotics, 
saying diseases had evolved 
faster than the drugs to treat 
them. 


RIYADH (AFP) - Saudi au¬ 
thorities have freed all but two 
of a group of women arrested 
early this month while staging 
a sit-in to demand the release 
of Islamist prisoners in the city 
of Buraida, police said. 

SPA news had previously re¬ 
ported that Saudi police ar¬ 
rested 176 people on March 1 
for holding a protest. 

Authorities have accused the 
protesters of acting on behalf 
of "deviant groups" — a term 
they usually use to refer to the 
Al-Qaeda jihadist network. 

During a Thursday tour of 
Buraida, Qassim's main city, 
interior ministry spokesman 
Mansur al-Turki said that all 
prisoners had been released 
"with the exception of 19 
women, 55 Saudis, and an 


Egyptian who had imperson¬ 
ated a Saudi." 

Demonstrations are banned 
in Saudi Arabia, an ultra-con¬ 
servative Muslim kingdom that 
has remained relatively un¬ 
touched by the Arab Spring up¬ 
risings. 

Small groups of women 
have gathered almost daily in 
Buraida, north of Riyadh, to 
demand the release of impris¬ 
oned Islamist relatives, and 
dozens of protesters held a rare 
sit-in outside the Buraida 
prison in September. 

A wave of deadly Al-Qaeda 
attacks in the kingdom be¬ 
tween 2003 and 2006 
prompted the authorities to 
launch a crackdown on the 
local branch of slain Saudi- 
born Osama bin Laden's group. 
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BRUSSELS (AFP) - After years of trying, the EU finally 
put into effect Monday a complete ban on the sale of cos¬ 
metics developed through animal testing. The EU has 
progressively clamped down on animal testing since the 
1990s and banned most such products in 2009, but it left 
a few exemptions for several toxicity tests which will now 
cease. The ban applies to all products, wherever in the 
world they come from. Earlier this month, Japanese cos¬ 
metics giant Shiseido said it was dropping animal-tested 
products, with some exceptions where such tests were 
the only way of proving the safety of goods already on 
sale. 


Antibiotics resistance a 
'catastrophic' global 
threat, UK warns 
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Sci-Tech 


El Nino, La Nina unlikely 
to show early in: WMO 

GENEVA (AFP) - The El 
Nino and La Nina climate pat¬ 
terns are unlikely to make an 
appearance during the first 
half of this year, the UN’s 
weather agency said Monday. 

During the past 10 months, 
indicators in the tropical Pa¬ 
cific, including ocean temper¬ 
atures, sea level pressure and 
cloudiness, "have generally 
been at neutral levels, indicat¬ 
ing that neither El Nino nor La 
Nina conditions have been 
present," it added. 

The phenomena are signifi¬ 
cant factors in the fluctuations 
of the world climate. 

El Nino occurs every two to 
seven years, when the trade 
winds that circulate surface 
water in the tropical Pacific 
start to weaken. 

A mass of warm water 
builds in the western Pacific 
and eventually rides over to 
the eastern side of the ocean. 



BANGKOK (AFP) - Five shark species and Manta Ray 
won international trade protection Monday in a move 
hailed as a breakthrough in efforts to save the world's 
oldest predator from extinction due to rampant demand 
for its fins. The deal includes protects porbeagle and 
three types of hammerhead sharks. 


The outcome is a major 
shift in rainfall, bringing 
floods and mudslides to usu¬ 
ally arid countries in western 
South America and drought in 
the western Pacific, as well as 
a change in nutrient-rich ocean 
currents that lure fish. 

It last occurred from June 
2009 to May 2010. 

El Nino is often followed 
by a return swing of the pen¬ 
dulum with La Nina, which is 
characterised by unusually 
cool ocean surface tempera¬ 
tures in the central and eastern 
tropical Pacific, and which 
was last declared over in April 
2012. 

The two climate patterns 
are closely watched by scien¬ 
tists, who say that while they 
are not caused by climate 
change, rising ocean tempera¬ 
tures caused by global warm¬ 
ing may affect their intensity 
and frequency. 
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Japan clones 26 generations and still going 


TOKYO (AFP) - Japanese 
scientists have produced 26 
generations of clones from a 



single mouse, the lead re¬ 
searcher last week, possibly 
paving the way for the mass 
replication of valuable live¬ 
stock. 

The team have so far pro¬ 
duced 598 mice that are ge¬ 
netic copies of one original 
creature in an experiment that 
has so far been going for 
seven years, said Teruhiko 
Wakayama of the Riken Cen¬ 
ter for Developmental Biol¬ 
ogy. 

"This is by far the largest 
cloning project using a mam¬ 
mal," he told AFP. "By apply¬ 
ing our study, mass 
reproduction of prized ani¬ 
mals should become possible 
even after the original ani¬ 
mals die," he said. 

Reliable methods for 
cloning over an extended 
number of generations could 
be a boon to farmers who 






have, for example, a cow that 
produces a lot of milk, or an 
animal that is expected to 
produce particularly high- 
quality meat. 

Natural breeding does not 
guarantee that an animal’s 
offspring will have the same 
qualities, but a clone is an 
exact copy. 

Wakayama has signifi¬ 
cantly improved on existing 
capabilities that had a low 


success rate and tended only 
to last for a few generations. 

The team used a technique 
called somatic cell nuclear 
transfer, whereby a cell’s nu¬ 
cleus, which contains the ge¬ 
netic information of the 
original animal, was inserted 
into a living egg that had its 
own nucleus removed. 

The egg was then planted 
in a surrogate who delivered 
the clone. That cloned result 


then became a donor for an¬ 
other cell nucleus, which was 
implanted into a host cell, al¬ 
lowing the cycle to continue. 

Overall, the cloned mice 
have normal biological fea¬ 
tures, including normal 
longevity and reproductive 
capability. 

Detailed genetic analysis 
showed limited abnormalities 
in non-vital aspects, such as 
large placenta, but the clone- 
specific abnormalities neither 
increased nor decreased over 
generations of recloning, 
Wakayama said. 

Wakayama's team has 
found that use of a certain 
chemical agent, called a his¬ 
tone deacetylase inhibitor, 
and other technical improve¬ 
ments allowed recloning to 
continue for many genera¬ 
tions, he said. 
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ACROSS 

1. Finger-to-lips 
noise 
4. Bistro 
8. British 

noblewoman 

12. Actress Myrna 

13. Thump 

14. Rob Knievel’s 
dad 

15. Dipped 

17. Preserves 
food 

18. Say it ain't so 

19. Existence 

21. Self- 

importance 

24. Draw out 


28. Wish for 58. Tattered 

31. Small particles clothes 

32. Gun an engine 59. _ out a living 


33. _ Lama 

35. Expire 
38. Author Zola 

38. “_ Angel” 

(Alice Faye 
film) 

40. _ the leader 

42. “_ was 

saying...” (2 
wds.) 

43. Over again 

45. _ and groan 

49. Dieter’s milk 

52. Computer 

collection of 
information 

55. _ colada 

58. Pollyanna’s 
word 

57. Conjunction, 
for short 


80. Farm clucker 

DOWN 

1. Moved 
smoothly 

2. Family 
dwelling 

3. Religious song 

4. Middle (abbr.) 

5. Impressed 
sounds 

6. Add_ to the 

fire 

7. Rocker Van 
Halen 

8. Deception 

9. Actress 
Gardner 

1 0. TV’s “_ in 

Trees” 

1 1. Overhead 
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trains 

16. Needle holes 

20. Threshes or 
thrashes 

22. Hotel Bible 
distributor 

23. “Are you a 

man_ 

mouse?” (2 
wds.) 

25. Cryptogram 

26. “_ the Mood 

for Love” (2 
wds.) 

27. Half a fly 

28. Car dealer’s 
model 

29. Demonic 

30. Pixie’s kin 

32. NBA official 

34. Highest minor- 

league level 

37. Andes animals 

39. Branch’s big 
brother 

41. Pie serving 

44. Hike 

46. Solemn 
declaration 

47. Tennis star 
Arthur 

48. Sign gas 

49. April’s season 
(abbr.) 

50. Korean car 
company 

51. Verb ending 

53. Edison’s 
monog ram 

54. Internet pop- 
ups 






DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 1 

MRT 09 - MRT 16 


O’stad : ‘ Botica Serv. Maria ’ - S.N. ‘ San Lucas. 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

AI Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356 7 5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Mever repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 


US slaps sanctions on key 
N. Korea bank 


Qatar discovers 
new reserves of 
natural gas: media 


NEW YORK (AFP) - The 
United States on Monday 
slapped sanctions on North 
Korea's primary foreign ex¬ 
change bank as it bids to force 
the isolated nation to abandon 
its nuclear program. 

The Treasury Department 
will impose sanctions on the 
Foreign Trade Bank of North 
Korea after Pyongyang flouted 
international resolutions and 
conducted its third nuclear test 
last month, US national secu¬ 
rity advisor Tom Donilon said. 

The United States will "con¬ 
tinue to work with allies and 
partners to tighten national and 
international sanctions to im- 
pede North Korea's nuclear 


and missile programs," 
Donilon told the Asia Society 
in New York. 

The announcement came as 
South Korea and the United 
States launched joint drills 
Monday involving thousands 
of troops, defying North 
Korea's apocalyptic threat to 
repudiate the 60-year-old Ko¬ 
rean War armistice in retalia¬ 
tion. 

The start of the two-week 
"Key Resolve" exercise fol¬ 
lows a week of escalating ten¬ 
sions on the Korean peninsula, 
with Pyongyang also threaten¬ 
ing nuclear war over UN sanc¬ 
tions. 

Donilon called such state¬ 


ments "highly provocative" 
but reaffirmed that Washington 
was "committed to the defense 
of our homeland and our allies. 

"North Korea's claims may 
be hyperbolic — but as to the 
policy of the United States, 
there should be no doubt — we 
will draw upon the full range 
of our capabilities to protect 
against, and to respond to, the 
threat posed to us and to our 
allies by North Korea." 

He also reiterated that 
Washington was willing to 
hold "authentic negotiations 
with North Korea," but said it 
"refuses to reward bad North 
Korean behavior." 


Hong Kong stocks end flat 


HONG KONG (AFP) - Hong 
Kong shares closed flat on 
Monday, with disappointing 
Chinese economic data offset¬ 
ting better-than-forecast US 
jobs figures and another record 
close on the Dow on Wall 
Street. 

The benchmark Hang Seng 
Index edged down 1.13 points 
to 23,090.82 on turnover of 
HK$59.03 billion ($7.62 bil¬ 
lion). 

The US Fabor Department 
said the economy generated a 
net 236,000 new jobs in Febru¬ 
ary, far more than expected, 
pulling the unemployment rate 
down to a four-year low of 7.7 
percent from 7.9 percent. 

The report reinforced views 
the recovery is strengthening, 
while analysts said underlying 
figures and upcoming spending 
cuts meant the Federal Reserve 
was unlikely to take its foot off 
its monetary easing soon. 

The Dow broke the 14,400 
line for the first time, before 
finishing at 14,397.07, up 0.47 
percent and a new record for a 
fourth straight session. 

The S&P 500 also rose 0.45 
percent to 1,551.18, approach¬ 
ing its own record high, while 
the Nasdaq added 0.38 percent. 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



However, results from Bei¬ 
jing Saturday showed inflation 
at a 10-month high of 3.2 per¬ 
cent in February while growth 
in industrial output and retail 
sales slowed. 

The figures raise concerns 
that the pick-up in the economy 
may be slowing while dealers 
are also worried the govern¬ 
ment will unveil tightening 
measures to temper prices. 

"The world's largest econ¬ 
omy continues to recover, 
while the world's second- 
largest economy looks like it 
has run into a bit of a soft 
patch," Matthew Sherwood, 
head of investment market re¬ 
search at Perpetual in Sydney, 
told Dow Jones Newswires. 

China Mobile rose 0.48 per¬ 
cent to HK$84.60, HSBC 


added 0.35 percent to 
HK$85.25 and Bank of China 
HK climbed 1.89 percent to 
HK$26.90. 

Among the losers, Foxconn 
slipped 0.30 percent to 
HK$3.29 and Sun Hung Kai 
Properties eased 0.26 percent 
to HK$ 114.60. 

Chinese shares ended down 
0.35 percent. The benchmark 
Shanghai Composite Index fell 
8.02 points to 2,310.59 on 
turnover of 73.9 billion yuan 
($11.9 billion). 

Beijing this month issued 
rules to rein in housing prices, 
including a nationwide capital 
gains tax of 20 percent on prof¬ 
its from tyhe sale of residential 
properties. 

Banking stocks led the de¬ 
clines. 


3,000-plus coal workers strike 
in South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) - 
Over 3,000 workers at five 
Exxaro coal mines in South 
Africa were on strike Monday 
over unpaid bonuses, a com¬ 
pany spokesman said, prompt¬ 
ing fears electricity supplies 
could be hit. 

"The strikes are related to 
different issues at the mines," 
company spokesman Win de 
Klerk said in a statement. 

"Production has stopped at 
these mines and Exxaro is en¬ 
gaging with unions and man¬ 
aging the situation to bring 
operations to normality as 
soon as possible," it said. 

The company supplies the 
state owned energy company 
Eskom with coal for power 
stations. 

The state utility said stock¬ 
piles would last up to 40 days, 


ruling out immediate short¬ 
ages. 

Workers at two mines, 
Matla and Arnot in the eastern 
province of Mpumalanga were 
the first to down tools on 
March 5. 

Workers at three other mines 
have since followed suit. 

The National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM) said 
talks with Exxaro bosses had 
not yet yielded results. 

"The company informed the 
workers that failure to meet 
targets had resulted in bonuses 
not being paid," said NUM 
spokesman Eesiba Seshoka. 

South Africa's mining indus¬ 
try is recovering from a wave 
of deadly labour disputes over 
pay, which shut down gold and 
platinum mines last year and 
slashed profits. 


DOHA (AFP) - Key gas ex¬ 
porter Qatar has discovered 
additional reserves of 2.5 tril¬ 
lion cubic feet (68 billion 
cubic metres) of natural gas in 
a northern offshore field, 
media reported on Monday. 

The discovery was made in 
Block 4 North, in North Field 
at a water depth of around 70 
metres (230 feet), newspapers 
said. 

The gas discovery was 
"made after four years of in¬ 
tensive exploration activities, 
including the drilling of two 
exploration wells," The Penin¬ 
sula daily quoted Qatar's en¬ 
ergy minister, Mohammed 
al-Sada, as saying. 


The field is operated by 
Qatar Petroleum and its Ger¬ 
man partner Wintershall, as 
well as Japan's Mitsui Gas De¬ 
velopment Qatar. 

North Field was discovered 
in 1971 and contains 900 tril¬ 
lion cubic feet of recoverable 
gas. 

Focal daily Gulf Times 
quoted Sada as describing it as 
"an important gas discovery 
for Qatar" — the world's fourth 
biggest natural gas exporter. 

The tiny Gulf peninsula 
holds the world's third-largest 
gas reserves and produces 
roughly 77 million tonnes of 
liquefied natural gas per year, 
making it the world's largest 


Giant Indian engineering 
firm hit by World Bank 
ban 


MUMBAI (AFP) - Shares in 
Indian engineering firm Farsen 
& Toubro, one of the country's 
biggest companies, were down 
in early trade on Monday after 
it was banned from World 
Bank-funded projects for six 
months. 

Shares fell as much as 2.7 
percent after the sanctions 
were applied from March 7 to 
September 6. The World Bank 
enforced the ban after finding 
that an employee of the com¬ 
pany had forged documents to 
win a supply deal five years 
ago. 

Farsen & Toubro (F&T) 
said in a statement on the 
Bombay Stock Exchange web¬ 
site that the sanctions were 
"not expected to have material 
impact on the company's pres¬ 
ent or future operations or its 


profitability or financials". 

The World Bank found F&T 
had failed to stop the employee 
from forging documents to 
help secure a contract to sup¬ 
ply ultrasound scanners for a 
health project in India's south¬ 
ern Tamil Nadu state in 2008. 

F&T failed to have meas¬ 
ures in place to prevent or de¬ 
tect such frauds, according to 
the World Bank order. 

A company executive 
Deepak Morada on Friday said 
the documents were forged 
without company sanction and 
the employee has since re¬ 
signed after he was confronted 
by the management. 

After falling sharply in early 
trade, F&T shares recovered 
slightly to show a loss of 0.94 
percent by late morning. 

— Dow Jones Newswires 
contributed to this report — 



--The Mexican government on Monday announced a 
sweeping proposal to limit the reach of telecoms tycoon 
Carlos Slim and broadcasting giant Televisa as part of 
efforts to boost competition in Latin America’s second- 
biggest economy. The bill, which is expected to be sent 
to congress on Today, seeks to establish a powerful reg¬ 
ulator with far greater authority to limit companies’ con¬ 
trol of markets. Though details were not immediately 
available, it is understood that the new regulatory body 
would have greater power to classify companies as dom¬ 
inant, stiffen existing penalties against them and, in 
some cases, even break them up. 
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Capriles: Youthful face of Venezuela's 
opposition 



CARACAS (AFP) - Donning 
his trademark baseball cap in 
Venezuela's colors, Henrique 
Capriles is the youthful leader 
of an opposition that failed to 
defeat late leader Hugo 
Chavez in 14 years, but he 
hopes he can beat his succes¬ 
sor this time. 

N icknamed '' flaquito" 

(skinny) because of his lean 
figure, Capriles accepted the 
opposition's nomination Sun¬ 
day to run in the April 14 elec¬ 
tion against the 

broad-shouldered acting Pres¬ 
ident Nicolas Maduro. 

He entered the race with 
guns blazing, accusing 
Maduro of "using the body of 
the president to stage a politi¬ 
cal campaign." Chavez has 
been lying in state since 
Wednesday, with throngs of 
supporters filing past his open 
casket since then. 

The 40-year-old Miranda 
state governor became the face 
of the historically fractured 
opposition last year when he 
was picked in an unprece¬ 
dented primary to run against 
Chavez in the October presi¬ 
dential election. 

The wide-ranging coalition 
of opposition parties picked 
him again as its candidate this 
weekend, days after his formi¬ 
dable rival Chavez lost his bat¬ 
tle with cancer. 

Last year, the telegenic 
lawyer ran a vigorous cam¬ 
paign, going door-to-door 


wearing short-sleeve shirts 
and his hat in the yellow, blue 
and red colors of Venezuela, 
describing it as a battle be¬ 
tween David and Goliath. 

Even though he drew huge 
crowds, including hundreds of 
thousands at a rally in Cara¬ 
cas, his nationwide campaign 
was not enough to topple the 
leftist leader, who won by 11 
percentage points. 

But with 6.5 million, or 44 
percent, of the votes, he gave 
the opposition its best score 
ever against Chavez, who ran 
the country for 14 years and 
was about to being another six 
year term. 

Capriles had already been 
trading barbs with Maduro for 
weeks when the rivals took 
swipes at each other on Sun¬ 
day. 

The governor accused his 
rival of being "sick with 
power" and suggested Maduro 
lied about when Chavez died. 
The acting leader branded his 


rival a "fascist" and accused 
him of trying to foment vio¬ 
lence. 

Hailing from a well-to-do 
family, Capriles has served as 
lawmaker, mayor and Miranda 
state governor in his young ca¬ 
reer. 

The business-friendly can¬ 
didate says he is inspired by 
Brazilian-style center-left poli¬ 
cies, though he was first 
elected in the chamber of 
deputies at the age of 26 on the 
center-right Christrian Demo¬ 
crat list. 

He became the young pres¬ 
ident of the chamber of 
deputies, a legislative body 
that no longer exists and was 
replaced by the National As¬ 
sembly. 

Born on July 11, 1972, his 
maternal grandmother is a 
Jewish Pole who survived the 
Holocaust, but he follows the 
Catholic faith. 

Capriles is single with no 
children. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 



BOADING (AFP) - A Tibetan mastiff dog is displayed at a 
show in Baoding, Hebei province on week-end. Fetching 
prices up to around 750,000 USD, mastiffs have become 
a prized status-symbol amongst China's wealthy, with 
rich buyers across the country sending prices skyrock¬ 
eting. Owners say the mastiffs, descendents of dogs 
used for hunting by nomadic tribes in central Asia and 
Tibet are fiercely loyal and protective. Breeders still 
travel to the Himalayan plateau to collect young puppies, 
although many are unable to adjust to the low altitudes 
and die during the journey. 


Sweden's fairytale Princess Lilian dies 



STOCKHOLM (AFP) - Flags flew at half-mast across Swe¬ 
den on Monday as the country mourned the death of 
Princess Lilian, a Welsh-born commoner who stole 
Swedes' hearts by waiting three decades to marry her 
lifelong love Prince Bertil. Born Lilian Davies in the 
Welsh mining city of Swansea in 1915, the princess died 
at her Stockholm home on Sunday at the age of 97, sur¬ 
rounded by the royal family. She had suffered from 
Alzheimer's. Prince Bertil, the uncle of King Carl XVI 
Gustaf, died in 1997. The couple never had children. Lil¬ 
ian's sacrifices for her prince endeared her to Swedes, 
who were gripped by the romantic love affair. She was 
like a grandmother to the current royal family, and was 
often seen together with them at official functions until 
2010, when she withdrew from public life due to her 
health. Lilian's closed coffin will lie in state on Friday at 
the palace chapel, and her funeral will be held on Satur¬ 
day. 
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5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 


A favorite stop for a great 
burger for lunch or dinner has 
just expanded their hours and 
menu to offer some of the best 
breakfast bargains to be found 
in Palm Beach. Owners Aaron 
and Rosie Walisever are living 
their dream: a home on para¬ 
dise while welcoming all and 
sundry to their proud under¬ 
taking, 5 Burgers Aruba. The 
couple’s fanatical dedication 
to giving their customers what 
they really want has resulted in 
a unique menu from an inter¬ 


nationally known franchise 
with a “5”, which now in¬ 
cludes breakfast. 

“You never get a second 
chance to make a first impres¬ 
sion,” believes Aaron. Upon 
entering 5 Burgers Aruba in 
The Village Mall in Palm 
Beach, one is struck by utterly 
spotless surroundings and a 
smiling, friendly, attentive 
service crew. Of course, the 
main item on the menu is 
burgers-the way they were 
meant to be, thick and juicy, 


made fresh daily and 100% 
pure beef, the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American treat. 

However, beginning at 7 
a.m., patrons can now order 2 
eggs any style, (omelets with 
3 fillings are $7.99) toast and 
coffee with unlimited refills 
for the special introductory 
price of only $4.49, ($5.48 
with bacon) or All-you-can-eat 
pancakes, for $6.99, again, 
with free refills on fresh cof¬ 
fee. Breakfast is served until 
11 a.m. Famous for their fries 
made from fresh potatoes, 
Aaron has been working for 
months on devising the most 
irresistible home fries recipe, 
chunky and tender with skins 
still on; after much testing and 
tasting, he got the thumbs up 
from his harshest critic, Rosie; 
so this is another treat you 
have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt you 
to return for lunch or dinner, to 
sample their famous specialty 
items such as the Gouda, 
Farmer’s or Man Burger (al¬ 


most 12 ounces of choice 
beef), and a Western Burger 
with Aarons’ secret-recipe 
crispy onion rings. All of these 
can be personalized with an in¬ 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jala-peno pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato... whatever, the list 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 
cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron suggests 
that even their small serving of 
fries is enough to be shared by 


two. He was very amused to 
watch a famous French chef 
demonstrating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a gour¬ 
met cooking show and could 
only comment “He stole my 
recipe!” 

Try them the English way- 
with vinegar, and you’ll won¬ 
der how you ever ate fries 
without it. This same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the ideal 
gourmet cheeseburger. 

5 Burgers is now open 
early until 10-ish at night; de¬ 
livery is available to both the 
high-rise and low-rise hotel 
and beach district at now extra 
cost for orders over $50. Enjoy 
a great lunch without ever 
leaving the beach by calling 
586-3904. However, we sug¬ 
gest you stop by and enjoy 
their authentic, heartfelt hospi¬ 
tality; it is not unusual for ei¬ 
ther owner to sit and chat, 
sharing their knowledge of the 
island while making sure pa¬ 
trons are happy with their 
meal. 


Limited time: 

Eco-friendly electric car 
for every residences owner 


Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 


Make Aruba your second home! Condominiums from 
the $300s. 

You can now purchase your own condominium and still 
enjoy the resort amenities of the Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, visit our sales 
office located in the golf clubhouse at the Divi Village Golf & 
Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your appointment to view a 
condominium, contact sales director John Kelly at (297) 583- 
9971 or email:sales@diviarubaresidences.com 

We hope you will soon call Aruba home! 


AMENITIES: 

• Covered parking space with electrical 
outlet 

• Radio phone to call for transportation 

• Complimentary shuttle to beach, restau¬ 
rants, and the Alhambra Casino and Mall 

• Membership with RCI vacation ex¬ 
change program 

• Complimentary use of fitness center 

• Complimentary use of beach chairs 

• Beach towels service 

• 24/7 Security 

• Garbage collection 

• Green keeping 

• Condo Liaison on duty 

• Discounted green fees 

• Complimentary use of driving range 

• Preferred tee times 

• Divi managed rental program 

• 24/7 availability of front desk, mainte¬ 
nance and housekeeping services 

• Complimentary use of all amenities at 
Divi Village 

• Reduced pricing on all inclusive option 
at Divi and Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives. 


Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, or you vaca¬ 
tion with us every year we invite you to enjoy one of the most 
memorable vacation destinations of your life. We know, 
we’re Divi Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 40 
years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addition to The Links 
at Divi Aruba golf course, and the Alhambra Casino. For years 
we’ve offered high quality all inclusive and timeshare vaca¬ 
tions; and over 40,000 members actively participate in the Divi 
Vacation Ownership Program. 

Many of our guests have found that one vacation to Aruba 
per year is simply not enough! Our solution: The Residences 
at Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership condominiums 
nestled within the lush greens of The Links at Divi Aruba golf 
course. 
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Please present this ad for a 10% discount on your food selection. 


Phm w!! 586 0786 for Reservations. 


The Perfect Location for ALL Celebrations 


Amazing views over Aruba, 

f Our Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdoor Bar, 
Warm Service and our Indoor and Outdoor tables make us 

■ 

"Jhe Experience you can't mi$s 

Situated on the 3iitt o f Mudhhi&ana 
tight fiext fa the (Urfifoxnia £ighthom>e 


UFE MUSIC DAILY FROM 7.30 TO 9.30 PM. 


Ideal for Spectacular Sunset 
and views over Aruba Pictures. 


Open Daily at 8.30 AM 
serving a mini Breakfast, Lunch (11 AM ) 
and Dinner (5.30 PM ) . 

Happy Hour from 5 to 7 PM. 


Sport 


Football: Croatia slams Platini 
over letter to PM 



Football: six toons 
and a dad In court 
over Dutch linesman 
killing 


ZAGREB (AFP) - The Croat¬ 
ian government slammed 
UEFA president Michel Platini 
on Monday over his ’’inappro¬ 
priate” letter to Prime Minister 
Zoran Milanovic in which he 
urged the Balkan country to 
tackle hooliganism. 

Last month, Platini urged 
Croatia and Serbia to tackle 
hooliganism ahead of the high- 
risk March 22 World Cup 
qualifier, the first meeting be¬ 
tween the two sides as inde¬ 
pendent nations since the 
bloody war in the former Yu¬ 
goslavia in the 1990s. 

In his letter, Platini also 
called Milanovic and his Ser¬ 
bian counterpart Ivica Dacic to 
organise an urgent meeting 
with UEFA officials to discuss 
ways to uproot violence in 
football in the two former Yu¬ 
goslav republics. 


UEFA has fined both foot¬ 
ball federations several times 
for violence and racist behav¬ 
iour shown by hardcore foot¬ 
ball fans. 

Croatian officials said they 
have taken a series of meas¬ 
ures to fight sports violence. 

’’The situation regarding 
safety in Croatia is no worse 


or more concerning than in the 
rest of Europe, also faced with 
racial discrimination issues 
(and) disorders often ending in 
the worst form of violence,” 
the letter said. 

UEFA official Grigoriy 
Surkis, who attended a Croat¬ 
ian Football Federation's as¬ 
sembly on Monday, warned 
that Croatia risked being ex¬ 
cluded from international 
competition if sports violence 
was not rooted out. 

"Croatia might find itself in 
isolation,” Surkis said. 

In a bid to avoid trouble be¬ 
tween rival fans, Croatian and 
Serbian football federations 
decided to ban away support¬ 
ers from attending the match. 
The return is to be played on 
September 6 in Belgrade. 


LELYSTAD (AFP) - Six 
teenagers and one of their fa¬ 
thers appeared before a Dutch 
court on Monday to face 
charges over the killing of a 
football linesman last year, in 
a case that shocked the foot- 
ball-mad country. 

At a pre-trial hearing, with 
limited access for the media at 
the Lelystad courthouse, 
northeast of Amsterdam, the 
teenagers and a 51-year-old 
man whose 16-year-old son 
was with him in the dock, were 
all charged with the death of 
Richard Nieuwenhuizen on 
December 3. 

Monday's hearing to prepare 
for trial at the end of May, saw 
defence lawyers asking for 
their clients to be released 
from custody and judges 
agreeing to allow a defence ex¬ 
pert witness on the cause of 
Nieuwenhuizen's death. 

Seven youths and a man, 
identified only as El-Hasan D., 
were subsequently arrested in 
connection with the December 
2 assault. 

The youths and El-Hasan 
are all charged with homicide, 
public violence and brutality. 
Six youths, aged between 16 
and 17, as well as El-Hasan re¬ 
mained in custody while a sev¬ 
enth teenager, aged 15, is free 
but faces similar charges. 


All eight are connected to, 
or are members of, the Nieuw 
Sloten football club, which 
played against Nieuwen¬ 
huizen's Buitenboys Club in 
Almere, just west of Amster¬ 
dam, when the attack occurred. 

Nieuwenhuizen officiated as 
a linesman in the under-17 
match in which his own son 
also played and was set upon 
shortly after the final whistle 
by members of the Nieuw 
Sloten club. He was allegedly 
kicked several times in the 
head, He became ill a few 
hours later and died the fol¬ 
lowing day in hospital with his 
family at his side. 

The linesman's death horri¬ 
fied the Netherlands where 1.2 
million people out of a popula¬ 
tion of 16.5 million are mem¬ 
bers of the national football 
federation KNVB. 




Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 
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Eagle Beach 
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NBA: Heat beat Pacers for 18th 
straight win 



MIAMI (AFP) - The Miami 
Heat extended their franchise- 
best winning streak to 18 
games by beating mistake- 
prone Indiana 105-91 on Sun¬ 
day, avenging two one-sided 
losses to the Pacers earlier this 
season. 
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Dwyane Wade had 23 
points and a half dozen steals 
and Chris Bosh shot 11-of-15 
from the field and finished 
with 24 points for the Heat, 
who lost by double-digits in 
both previous contests to Indi¬ 
ana this season. 

Miami's 18-game winning 
streak ties the sixth-longest run 
in National Basketball Associ¬ 
ation history and they can 
match the 2008 Boston Celtics' 
19-game win streak with a vic¬ 
tory over the Atlanta Hawks on 
today.. 

Mario Chalmers had a game 
high 26 points and nailed five- 
of-six three pointers and Le- 
Bron James added 13 points 
and seven assists in the win. 

David West scored a team- 
high 24 points for the Pacers, 


Simmons gave the Nether¬ 
lands a 3-2 lead by hitting a 
sacrifice fly to the left, and a 
Cuban error gave them another 
run for 4-2. However Yulieski 
Gourriel's double again al¬ 
lowed Cuba to even the scores 
4-4 in the fifth. 

As tensions rose, Cuba then 
went ahead for the first time 6- 
4 in the eighth through Yas- 
many Tomas's single and Eriel 
Sanchez's sacrifice fly. But the 
Netherlands tied it once again 
thanks to Simmons' two-run 
homer under pressure. 


who committed 18 turnovers. 

Paul George struggled, 
shooting just two-of-11 from 
the field for Indiana, which 
were the last team to defeat the 
Heat back in the beginning of 
February. 

Chalmers made it 15-14 by 
sinking three free throws in the 
opening quarter to give the 
Heat a lead they would keep for 
the rest of the contest. 

Miami finished the half on a 
10-2 run to lead 56-46 going 
into the break. 

Indiana closed out the third 
quarter on a 9-0 run of its own 
to make it 79-65 going into the 
fourth. 

But then Miami found their 
scoring touch again in the 
fourth as the Heat cruised to its 
14th win in a row at home. 


And in the ninth, Jones took 
the first base on a Cuban error 
and then Curt Smith and Xan- 
der Bogaerts connected two 
singles for full bases, before 
Sams hit a fly to the centre 
field, sparking jubilation in the 
Netherlands dugout. 

The Netherlands will now 
play two-time defending 
champions Japan, who have 
also qualified, today to deter¬ 
mine their seeding for the four- 
team showdown in San 
Francisco later this month. 



Boxing: Mayweather 
launches rich new 
deal against Guerrero 



LAS VEGAS (AFP) - Un¬ 
beaten fighter Floyd May- 
weather began promoting his 
return to the ring after a year's 
absence on Monday, saying 
rival Robert Guerrero does not 
have a ghost of a chance of 
winning on May 4. 

Guerrero, whose nickname 
is "Ghost", will be the first foe 
for World Boxing Council 
welterweight champion May- 
weather in a new six-fight, 30- 
month deal with CBS and 
Showtime that he claims is the 
biggest in boxing history. 

Mayweather, 43-0 with 26 
knockouts, has not fought 
since taking a unanimous 12- 


round decision from Miguel 
Cotto last May. Mayweather 
has served a 90-day jail sen¬ 
tence for domestic battery last 
year after his victory. 

US southpaw Guerrero, 31- 
1-1 with 18 knockouts, has 
won 15 fights in a row since 
suffering his only loss, a 2005 
split-decision defeat at the 
hands of Mexico's Gamaliel 
Diaz. 

Mayweather was ranked as 
the highest-paid athlete in 
sports last year by Forbes mag¬ 
azine at $85 million a year, just 
ahead of Filipino icon Manny 
Pacquiaio, the major foe May¬ 
weather has never fought. 


Golf: Woods claims WGC.. 

continued from page 16 


Woods's playing partner 
Graeme McDowell, of North¬ 
ern Ireland, posted a double¬ 
bogey on the final hole to 
finish at even-par 72. He was 
joined in third place at minus- 
14 by Sergio Garcia (69), Phil 
Mickelson (71) and Adam 
Scott (64). 

McDowell blamed his put¬ 
ting for his downfall. 

"I can't fault my ball striking 
this weekend," McDowell 
said. "Tee to green I did every¬ 
thing I had to do. 

"But as these greens got 
firmer, faster and crustier, my 
pace and my speed got slower 
and slower. I wasn't putting 


with the same authority I had 
on Thursday and Friday." 

American Keegan Bradley 
had a 71 to end alone in sev¬ 
enth at 12-under 276. 

World number one Rory 
Mcllroy fired a seven-under 65 
to finish in a tie for eighth at 
minus-10. He was joined by 
2012 champion Justin Rose 
(68), Peter Hanson (70) and 
Michael Thompson (73). 

Mcllroy said he feels much 
better about his play after ad¬ 
mitting recently he made a 
mistake by pulling out of the 
Honda Classic tournament ear¬ 
lier this month. 
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EFFY HOLIDAY 
JEWELRY GIFT 

FREE 


CARAT 

GEMSTONE PENDANT 


Mention this ad and 
receive a free Vfe carat 
gemstone pendant 



BALISSIMA 

COLLECTION 

$250 

YOUR CHOICE 


Blue Lagoon 
pendant or ring 



SIGNATURE 

COLLECTION 

$1695 

Inspired by the 
beauty and power 
of the panther 


1.877. ASK.EFFY 


Cannot be combined with any other offers or promotion. 

No purchase necessary to receive the free 1/2 carat gemstone pendant. Umit one pendant per person. 
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Baseballs 
Last-gasp 
Dutch 
stun Cuba 
to reach 


\Vhl 


finals 


TOKYO (AFP) - The Nether¬ 
lands snatched a game-win¬ 
ning run in the bottom of the 
ninth inning to earn a nail-bit¬ 
ing upset win over Cuba and 
their first ever spot in the 
World Baseball Classic final 
series on Monday. 

The unfancied Dutch 
looked down and out at 4-6 in 
the eighth inning, but Andrel- 
ton Simmons levelled the 
scores with a two-run homer. 
At 6-6 in the ninth, Kalian 
Sams hit a sacrifice fly with 
the bases loaded to take the 
dramatic win. 

The Netherlands have now 
secured a berth in the champi¬ 
onship semi-finals in San 
Francisco, after crashing out in 
the first stage in 2006 and the 
second round in 2009. 

Meanwhile Cuba, the 2006 
finalists and one of the pre¬ 
tournament favourites, head 
home wondering how they let 
victory slip through their fin¬ 
gers at Tokyo Dome. 

The Netherlands had made 
most of the running, with a 
sacrifice fly by Andruw Jones 
earning them an early 1-0 lead 
before Smith hit a single to get 
a second-base runner back 
home for 2-0 in the bottom of 
the third. 

But Cuba evened the score 
at 2-2 in the fourth inning 
through Jose Fernandez’s sin¬ 
gle and a solo home run by Al¬ 
fredo Despaigne. 

continues on page 15 


Golf: Woods claims WGC-Cadillac Championship 



MIAMI (AFP) - Tiger Woods 
captured the WGC-Cadillac 
Championship at the Blue 
Monster course Sunday with a 
closing round of one-under 71 


for a two-shot vic¬ 
tory over fellow 
American Steve 
Strieker. 

Woods earned 
his 76th career 
PGA Tour win and 
posted his second 
victory of the year 
as he steps up his 
game ahead of the 
upcoming Masters 
tournament in 
April. 

Woods im¬ 

proved to 40-2 
with the outright 
lead going into the final round 
on the PGA Tour, fending off 
a star-studded leaderboard on 
Sunday to finish at 19-under 
269. 


The 14-time major champi¬ 
onship winner Woods sank his 
final putt, picked up the ball 
and put it in his right pocket 
before waving his black cap to 
the crowd on No. 18. 

”1 played well this week,” 
said Woods, who collected 
$1.5 million in prize money. 
”It was one of those weeks 
where I felt good about the 
way I was playing and I made 
some putts. I pretty much got 
it rolling.” 

The 3 7-year-old Woods 
posted his 17th career WGC 
victory, though it was only his 
first in four years. He has not 
won a major title in almost five 
years but hopes to change that 
with a win in the 77th Masters 
running April 11-14. 


Woods has won a handful of 
PGA tournaments over the past 
two years but this was his first 
in some time against an elite 
field with most of the top 50 
players in the world competing. 

Woods made it interesting at 
the end by making bogey on 
two of his last three holes. 

He needed just 100 putts 
over the four rounds, the 
fewest he’s had in his career in 
a 72-hole tournament. 

Strieker closed with a four- 
under 68 to finish at 17-under- 
par 271. Despite the 
impressive rally, he couldn't 
make up the difference be¬ 
tween himself and Woods and 
finished runner-up for the sec¬ 
ond time this season. 
continues on page 15 
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